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1
VARIABLE DISPLACEMENT PUMP

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a variable displacement pump
arranged to supply a hydraulic fluid to sliding portions and so
on of an internal combustion engine for a vehicle.

U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2008/308062
(corresponding to Japanese Patent Application Publication
No. 2008-309049) discloses a conventional variable dis-
placement oil pump which is employed as a hydraulic pres-
sure source of an internal combustion engine and so on of a
vehicle. This conventional variable displacement oil pump
controls an eccentric amount of a cam ring constantly urged
by a spring in an eccentric direction with respect to a center of
a rotation of a rotor, based on a discharge pressure introduced
into a control hydraulic chamber separated between a housing
and a cam ring. With this, this variable displacement oil pump
varies the discharge amount so as to attain the energy saving
by decreasing the driving torque of the pump.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

However, in recent years, it is desired to attain the increase
of'the discharge amount and the size reduction by driving the
conventional variable displacement oil pump at a high speed
higher than the engine speed by a balancer apparatus and so
on of the internal combustion engine.

However, in a case where the conventional variable dis-
placement oil pump is driven at the high speed as described
above, the suction amount is not followed (caught up), so that
the cavitation is generated. With this, the noise, the erosion
and so on may be caused.

It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide
a variable displacement oil pump arranged to suppress
adverse effects due to a cavitation even at high rotational
speed.

According to one aspect of the present invention, a variable
displacement pump comprises: a rotor driven to rotate; a
plurality of vanes which are disposed at an outer circumfer-
ence portion of the rotor, and each of which is arranged to be
moved in a radially inward direction and in a radially outward
direction of'the rotor; a cam ring which receives the rotor and
the vanes therein, which separates a plurality of hydraulic
chambers with the rotor and the vanes, and which is arranged
to be moved to vary an eccentric amount of a center of an inner
circumference surface of the cam ring with respect to a center
of a rotation of the rotor, and thereby to increase or decrease
volumes of the hydraulic chambers at the rotation of the rotor;
side walls provided on both sides of the cam ring in an axial
direction, one of the side walls including a suction portion and
a discharge portion, the suction portion being opened to the
hydraulic chambers whose the volumes are increased when
the cam ring is moved in a direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring, and the discharge portion being
formed by being separated from the suction portion, in a
direction of the rotation of the rotor by separation walls each
having a circumferential width greater than a circumferential
width of the hydraulic chambers, and which is opened to the
hydraulic chambers whose the volumes are decreased when
the cam ring is moved in the direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring; an urging member arranged to urge
the cam ring in the direction to increase the eccentric amount
of the cam ring; a control hydraulic chamber arranged to
receive a discharge pressure, and thereby to urge the cam ring
by the discharge pressure in a direction to decrease the eccen-
tric amount of the cam ring, against the urging force of the
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urging member; and an introduction passage which is formed
on one of the separation walls across which the hydraulic
chambers pass when the hydraulic chambers are moved from
the suction portion to the discharge portion, which is arranged
to shut off a connection between one of the hydraulic cham-
bers and the control hydraulic chamber by an axial end sur-
face of the cam ring when the cam ring is in a maximum
eccentric state, and which is arranged to connect the one of the
hydraulic chambers and the control hydraulic chamber by a
movement of the cam ring in the direction to decrease the
eccentric amount of the cam ring, and thereby to introduce the
discharge pressure within the control hydraulic chamber to
the one of the hydraulic chambers.

According to another aspect of the invention, a variable
displacement pump comprises: a rotor driven to rotate; a
plurality of vanes which are disposed at an outer circumfer-
ence portion of the rotor, and each of which is arranged to be
moved in a radially inward direction and in a radially outward
direction of the rotor; a cam ring which receives the rotor and
the vanes therein, which separates a plurality of hydraulic
chambers with the rotor and the vanes, and which is arranged
to be moved to vary an eccentric amount of a center of an inner
circumference surface of the cam ring with respect to a center
of a rotation of the rotor, and thereby to increase or decrease
volumes ofthe hydraulic chambers at the rotation of the rotor;
side walls provided on both sides of the cam ring in an axial
direction, one of the side walls including a suction portion and
a discharge portion, the suction portion being opened to the
hydraulic chambers whose the volumes are increased when
the cam ring is moved in a direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring, and the discharge portion being
formed by being separated from the suction portion, in a
direction of the rotation of the rotor by separation walls each
having a circumferential width greater than a circumferential
width of the hydraulic chambers, and which is opened to the
hydraulic chambers whose the volumes are decreased when
the cam ring is moved in the direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring; an urging member arranged to urge
the cam ring in the direction to increase the eccentric amount
of the cam ring; a control hydraulic chamber arranged to
receive a discharge pressure, and thereby to urge the cam ring
by the discharge pressure in a direction to decrease the eccen-
tric amount of the cam ring, against the urging force of the
urging member; and an introduction passage arranged to
introduce the discharge pressure to at least one of the hydrau-
lic chambers which is other than the hydraulic chambers that
are opened to the discharge portion when the eccentric
amount of the cam ring becomes equal to or greater than a
predetermined amount, and arranged not to introduce the
discharge pressure to the hydraulic chambers when the eccen-
tric amount of the cam ring is maximized.

According to still another aspect of the invention, a vari-
able displacement pump comprises: a pump constituting sec-
tion arranged to increase and decrease volumes of a plurality
of hydraulic chambers by rotating a rotor, and thereby to
discharge an oil introduced from a suction portion, from a
discharge portion; a variable mechanism arranged to move a
movable member by a discharge pressure of the oil dis-
charged by the pump constituting section, and thereby to vary
the volumes of the hydraulic chambers opened to the dis-
charge portion; an urging member arranged to constantly urge
the movable member in a direction to increase variations of
the volumes of the hydraulic chambers opened to the dis-
charge portion; and an introduction passage arranged so as
not to introduce the discharge pressure to one of the hydraulic
chambers in a state where the variations of the volumes of the
hydraulic chambers are maximized, and arranged to intro-
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duce the discharge pressure to the one of the hydraulic cham-
bers in a region from the suction portion to the discharge
portion when the variations of the volumes of the hydraulic
chambers are decreased from the maximum state by a prede-
termined amount by the variable mechanism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view showing a variable
displacement oil pump according to a first embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view taken along a drive
shaft of the variable displacement oil pump of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along a section line A-A of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a view showing a pump body of the variable
displacement oil pump of FIG. 1, as viewed from a side of a
mating surface with a cover member.

FIG. 5 is a view showing a cover member of the variable
displacement oil pump of FIG. 1, as viewed from a side of a
mating surface with a pump body.

FIG. 6 is a sectional view taken along a section line B-B of
FIG. 3.

FIGS.7A-7C are views showing variations of the introduc-
tion groove shown in FIG. 6. FIGS. 7A-7C show cross sec-
tions of the introduction grooves.

FIG. 8 is a graph showing a hydraulic characteristic of the
variable displacement oil pump of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 9A and 9B are views showing an actuation state of
the pump in a section a of FIG. 8. FIG. 9A is a sectional view
corresponding to FIG. 3. FIG. 9B is a sectional view corre-
sponding to FIG. 6.

FIGS.10A and 10B are views showing an actuation state of
the pump in a section b of FIG. 8. FIG. 10A is a sectional view
corresponding to FIG. 3. FIG. 10B is a sectional view corre-
sponding to FIG. 6.

FIGS.11A and 11B are views showing an actuation state of
the pump in a section d of FIG. 8. FIG. 11 A is a sectional view
corresponding to FIG. 3. FIG. 11B is a sectional view corre-
sponding to FIG. 6.

FIG. 12 is a view showing a variable displacement oil pump
according to a second embodiment of the present invention,
and corresponding to FIG. 4.

FIG. 13 is a view showing a variable displacement oil pump
according to a third embodiment of the present invention, and
corresponding to FIG. 4.

FIG. 14 is a view showing a variable displacement oil pump
according to a fourth embodiment of the present invention,
and corresponding to FIG. 4.

FIGS. 15A and 15B are views showing a variable displace-
ment oil pump according to a fifth embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 15A is a view corresponding to FIG. 4. FIG.
15B is a view corresponding to FIG. 6.

FIGS. 16A-16C are views showing other variations of the
cover member of the variable displacement oil pump accord-
ing to the present invention, and corresponding to FIG. 5.
FIG. 16 A shows the cover member in which the only intro-
duction groove is formed. FIG. 16B shows the cover member
in which the only suction and discharge ports are formed.
FIG. 16C shows the cover member in which none of the
introduction groove, the suction and discharge ports are
formed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Hereinafter, variable displacement oil pumps according to
embodiments of the present invention will be illustrated in
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detail with reference to the drawings. In these embodiments,
the variable displacement pumps according to the present
invention are applied as hydraulic pressure sources arranged
to supply a lubricant of an internal combustion engine for a
vehicle, to sliding portions of the internal combustion engine,
and to a valve timing control apparatus configured to control
opening and closing timings of valves of the engine.

FIGS. 1-11 show an oil pump according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention. As shown in FIGS. 1-3, this oil
pump 10 includes a pump housing which is provided at a front
end portion of a cylinder block of the internal combustion
engine (not shown) and a front end portion of a balancer
apparatus, and which includes a pump body 11 that has a
substantially U-shaped longitudinal section, and that includes
a pump receiving chamber 13 that has an opening located on
one end side of pump body 11, and a cover member 12 closing
the opening of the pump body 11; a driving shaft 14 which
penetrates through a substantially center portion of pump
receiving chamber 13, and which is rotatably driven by a
crank shaft (not shown), a balancer shaft (not shown) and so
on; a cam ring 15 which is a movable member movably
(swingably) disposed within pump receiving chamber 13; a
pump constituting (forming) section which is disposed radi-
ally inside cam ring 15, and which is arranged to increase or
decrease volumes of pump chambers PR that are a plurality of
hydraulic chambers formed between the pump constituting
section and cam ring 15, by being driven by driving shaft 14
in a counterclockwise direction of FIG. 3, and thereby to
perform a pump operation.

The pump constituting section includes a rotor 16 which is
rotatably received radially inside cam ring 15, and which has
a central portion connected to an outer circumference surface
of driving shaft 14; vanes 17 each of which is received within
one of a plurality of'slits 16« that are formed by cutting out on
the outer circumference portion of rotor 16, and that extend in
the radial directions; and a pair of ring members 18 and 18
each of which has a diameter smaller than a diameter of rotor
16, and which are disposed on both side surfaces of rotor 16
on the inner circumference side of rotor 16.

Pump body 11 is integrally formed from aluminum alloy.
Pump body 11 includes an end wall 11a which is a side wall
that constitutes one end wall of pump receiving chamber 13;
and a bearing hole 115 which is formed at a substantially
central position of end wall 11a, which penetrates through
end wall 11a, and which rotatably supports one end portion of
driving shaft 14. Moreover, pump body 11 includes a support
groove 11c¢ which is formed by cutting out on the inner
circumference wall of pump receiving chamber 13, which has
a substantially semi-circular cross section, and which swing-
ably support cam ring 15 through a rod-like pivot pin 19.
Furthermore, pump body 11 includes a seal sliding surface
11d which is formed on the inner circumference wall of pump
receiving chamber 13, which is located on a lower side in F1G.
4 ofaline (hereinafter, referred to as a cam ring reference line)
M connecting a center of bearing hole 115 and a center of
support groove 11¢, and on which a seal member 20 disposed
at an outer circumference portion of cam ring 15 is slidably
abutted. This seal sliding surface 114 is formed into an arc
shape having a predetermined radius R1 from the center of
support groove 11¢. This seal sliding surface 11d has a cir-
cumferential length by which seal member 20 is constantly
slidably abutted on seal sliding surface 114 in a range in
which cam ring 15 is swung to be eccentric. When cam ring
15 is swung to be eccentric, cam ring 15 is guided to be
slidably moved along seal sliding surface 114. With this, it is
possible to obtain smooth actuation (eccentric swing move-
ment) of cam ring 15.
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Moreover, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, pump body 11
includes a suction port 21 which is a suction portion, which is
formed by cutting out in the inner side surface of end wall 11a
in the outer circumferential region of bearing hole 115, which
has a substantially arc recessed shape, and which is opened to
aregion (hereinafter, referred to as a suction region) in which
volumes of pump chambers PR are increased in accordance
with the pump operation of the pump constituting section.
Furthermore, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, pump body 11
includes a discharge port 22 which is a discharge portion,
which is formed by cutting out on the inner side surface of end
wall 11q in the outer circumferential region of bearing hole
114, which has a substantially arc recessed shape, and which
is opened to a region (hereinafter, referred to as a discharge
region) in which the volumes of pump chambers PR are
decreased in accordance with the pump operation of the pump
constituting section. Suction port 21 and discharge port 22 are
disposed to substantially confront each other to sandwich
bearing hole 115. Suction port 21 and discharge port 22 are
separated in the circumferential direction by a first land por-
tion L1 (corresponding to a separation wall) and a second land
portion L2 which constitute a pair of confine portions that are
located at boundaries between the suction region and the
discharge region. Each of first and second land portions [.1
and [.2 has a circumferential width greater than those of pump
chambers PR.

Suction port 21 includes an introduction portion 23 which
is located at a substantially central position of suction port 21
in the circumferential direction, and which expands toward a
first spring receiving chamber 26 (described later), and which
is integrally formed with suction port 21. Moreover, suction
port 21 includes a suction opening 21a which is located at a
position that is near a boundary between introduction portion
23 and suction port 21, and that is on a start end side of suction
port 21, which penetrates through end wall 11a of pump body
11, and which is connected with the outside. By the thus-
constructed structure, the lubricant stored in an oil pan (not
shown) of the internal combustion engine is sucked into pump
chambers PR in the suction region through suction opening
21a and suction port 21, based on the negative pressure gen-
erated in accordance with the pump operation of the pump
constituting section. Suction opening 21a is connected with
introduction port 23, and also a low pressure chamber 35
formed in the suction region in the outer circumference region
of cam ring 15. Accordingly, the hydraulic fluid with the low
pressure which is the suction pressure is also introduced into
the low pressure chamber 35.

Discharge port 22 includes a discharge opening 22a which
is formed by cutting out, which is located at a start end portion
of discharge port 22, which penetrates through end wall 11a
of pump body 11, and which is opened to the outside. By this
structure, the hydraulic fluid which is pressurized by the
pump operation of the pump constituting section, and which
is discharged to discharge port 22 is supplied from discharge
opening 22a to the sliding portions (not shown) of the internal
combustion engine, the valve timing control apparatus (not
shown) and so on, through oil main galleries (not shown) that
are provided in the cylinder block. Moreover, discharge open-
ing 22a includes an enlarged portion 225 which is formed at
a part of discharge opening 224 in the circumferential direc-
tion, which expands in the radially outward direction to the
outer circumference region of cam ring 15, and which con-
nects discharge opening 22a and control hydraulic chamber
30.

At a terminal end portion of discharge port 22, there is
formed a connection groove 25 which is formed by cutting
out, and which connects discharge port 22 and bearing hole
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115. The hydraulic fluid is supplied through this connection
groove 25 to bearing hole 115, and also to rotor 16 and side
portions of vanes 17. With this, it is possible to ensure the
good lubrication of the sliding portions. Connection groove
25 is formed so as not to correspond to the movement direc-
tions of vanes 17 in the radially outward direction and in the
radially inward direction. With this, it is possible to suppress
vanes 17 from dropping into connection groove 25 when
vanes 17 are moved in the radially outward direction and in
the radially inward direction.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 5, cover member 12 has a sub-
stantially plate shape. Cover member 12 is mounted to the
opening end surface of pump body 11 by a plurality of bolts
B1. Cover member 12 constitutes a part of the side wall.
Cover member 12 includes a bearing hole 12a which is
located at a position to confront bearing hole 115 of pump
body 11, which penetrates through cover member 12, and
which rotatably supports the other end portion of driving shaft
14. This cover member 12 includes a suction port 31 which is
formed by cutting out, which is located at a position to con-
front suction port 21 of pump body 11, and which has a shape
substantially identical to the shape of suction port 21; and a
discharge port 32 which is formed by cutting out, which is
located at a position to confront discharge port 22 of pump
body 11, and which has a shape substantially identical to the
shape of discharge port 22.

As shown in FIG. 2, driving shaft 14 includes an axial end
portion (the one end portion) which penetrates through end
wall 11a of pump body 11 to protrude to the outside, and
which is connected to the crank shaft (not shown) and so on.
Driving shaft 14 rotates rotor 16 in the counterclockwise
direction of FIG. 3 based on a torque (rotational force) trans-
mitted from the crank shaft and so on. In this case, as shown
in FIG. 3, a line (hereinafter, referred to as a cam ring eccen-
tric direction line) N perpendicular to cam ring reference line
M is a boundary between the suction region and the discharge
region.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, rotor 16 includes a plurality of
slits 16a each formed by cutting out to extend from the center
side of rotor 16 in the radially outward direction. Moreover,
rotor 16 includes back pressure chambers 165 each of which
has a substantially circular cross section, each of which is
formed at a radially inner end of one of slits 16a, and into
which the discharge pressure is introduced. Each of vanes 17
is pushed and moved in the radially outward direction by the
centrifugal force caused by the rotation of rotor 16 and the
pressure within the corresponding back pressure chamber
16b.

Each of vanes 17 has a tip end (radially outer end) which is
slidably abutted on the inner circumference surface of cam
ring 15 at the rotation of rotor 16, and a base end (radially
inner end) which is slidably abutted on the outer circumfer-
ence surfaces of ring members 18 and 18 at the rotation of
rotor 16. That is, these vanes 17 are pushed in the radially
outward directions by ring members 18 and 18. Accordingly,
even when the engine speed is low and the centrifugal force
and the pressures of back pressure chambers 165 are small,
the tip ends of vanes 17 are slidably abutted on the inner
circumference surface of cam ring 15 so that pump chambers
PR are liquid-tightly separated.

Cam ring 15 is integrally formed from sintered metal into
a substantially hollow cylindrical shape. Cam ring 15
includes a pivot portion 154 which has a substantially arc
recessed shape, which is located at a predetermined position
of the outer circumference portion of cam ring 15, which is
formed by cutting out to extend in the axial direction, and
which serves, by being mounted on pivot pin 19, as an eccen-
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tric swing point about which cam ring 15 is swung; and an
arm portion 156 which is located at a position opposite to
pivot portion 15a with respect to the center of cam ring 15,
which protrudes in the radial direction, and which is linked
with a first spring 33 having a predetermined spring constant
and a second spring 34 having a spring constant smaller than
the spring constant of first spring 33. First spring 33 and
second spring 34 are disposed on both sides of arm portion
154 of cam ring 15 to confront each other. Arm portion 155
includes a pressing protrusion portion 15¢ which is formed on
one side portion in the movement direction (pivot direction)
of arm portion 1554, and which has a substantially arc raised
shape to protrude; and a pressing protrusion 154 which is
formed on the other side portion in the movement direction
(pivot direction) of arm portion 155 to protrude, and which
has a length longer than a thickness of a restriction portion 28
(described later). Arm portion 156 and first and second
springs 33 and 34 are linked with each other by constantly
abutting pressing protrusion portion 15¢ on a tip end portion
of first spring 33, and by constantly abutting pressing protru-
sion 154 on a tip end portion of second spring 34.

By the thus-constructed structure, as shown in FIGS. 3 and
4, pump body 11 includes first spring receiving chamber 26
which is located at a position to confront support groove 11c¢
(at a position opposite to support groove 11¢ with respect to
bearing hole 115), and which receives first spring 26, and a
second spring receiving chamber 27 which is located at a
position to confront support groove 11c¢ (at a position oppo-
site to support groove 11c with respect to bearing hole 115),
and which receives second spring 27. These first spring
receiving chamber 26 and second spring receiving chamber
27 are formed adjacent to pump chambers 13 to extend along
cam ring eccentric direction line N of FIG. 4. First spring 33
having the predetermined set load W1 is elastically received
within first spring receiving chamber 26 between an end wall
of first spring receiving chamber 26 and arm portion 155
(pressing protrusion portion 15¢). Second spring 34 having a
predetermined set load W2 is elastically received within sec-
ond spring receiving chamber 27 between an end wall of
second spring receiving chamber 27 and arm portion 155
(pressing protrusion 15d). Second spring 34 has a wire diam-
eter smaller than that of first spring 33. Pump body 11
includes restriction portion 28 which is located between first
and second spring receiving chambers 26 and 27, and which
has a stepped shape to decrease its diameter. The other side
portion (on a lower side of FIG. 4) of arm portion 155 is
abutted on one side portion (on an upper side of FIG. 4) of
restriction portion 28, so that the pivot region of arm portion
155 in the counterclockwise direction is restricted. On the
other hand, the tip end of second spring 34 is abutted on the
other side portion (on the lower side of FIG. 4) of restriction
portion 28, so that the maximum elongation of second spring
34 is restricted.

In this way, cam ring 15 is constantly urged through arm
portion 155 in a direction (in the counterclockwise direction
of FIG. 4) in which the eccentric amount of cam ring 15 is
increased, by a resultant force (total force) of set loads W1
and W2 of first and second springs 33 and 34, that is, by the
urging force of first spring 33 having the relatively large
spring load. Accordingly, in the nonactuation state, pressing
protrusion 154 of arm portion 156 enters second spring
receiving chamber 27 so as to compress second spring 34, as
shown in FIG. 3. Consequently, the other side portion of arm
portion 155 is pressed on the one side portion of restriction
portion 28, so that cam ring 15 is restricted to a maximum
eccentric position.
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As shown in FIG. 3, cam ring 15 includes a seal constitut-
ing portion 15e which is formed at an outer circumference
portion of cam ring 15 to protrudes outwards, which has a
substantially triangular cross section, and which includes a
seal surface 15/that has an arc shape having a center identical
to the center of seal sliding surface 11d, and that is formed to
confront seal sliding surface 11d of pump body 11. Seal
surface 15fof this seal constituting portion 15e includes a seal
holding groove 15g which has a substantially rectangular
cross section, and which is formed by cutting out to extend in
the axial direction. A seal member 20 is received and held
within seal holding groove 15g. This seal member 20 is slid-
ably abutted on seal sliding surface 114 at the eccentric swing
movement of cam ring 15.

This seal surface 15fhas a predetermined radius R2 slightly
smaller than radius R1 of seal sliding surface 11d. Between
seal sliding surface 114 and seal surface 15/, there is formed
a minute clearance. On the other hand, seal member 20 is
made from, for example, fluorine resin having low frictional
characteristic. Seal member 20 is formed into a linear elon-
gated shape extending in the axial direction of cam ring 15.
Seal member 20 is pressed against sliding surface 11d by an
elastic member 20a which is made from rubber, and which is
disposed on a bottom portion of seal holding groove 15g, so as
to liquid-tightly separate between seal sliding surface 11d and
seal surface 151

Moreover, in an outer circumference region of camring 15,
there is formed control hydraulic chamber 30 separated by
pivot pin 19, seal member 20, an outer circumference surface
ofcamring 15, and an inner side surface ofthe housing (pump
body 11 and cover member 12). The discharge pressure is
introduced through enlarged portion 2254 into this control
hydraulic chamber 30. The discharge pressure introduced
into this control hydraulic chamber 30 is acted on a pressure
receiving surface 15/ constituted by a side surface of seal
constituting portion 15e confronting control hydraulic cham-
ber 30, so that cam ring 15 receives the swing force (move-
ment force) in a direction (in the clockwise direction of FI1G.
3) to decrease the eccentric amount of cam ring 15. That is,
control hydraulic chamber 30 urges cam ring 15 through
pressure receiving surface 15/ by the internal pressure of
control hydraulic chamber 30 in a direction (hereinafter,
referred to as a concentric direction) in which the center of
cam ring 15 approaches the center of the rotation of rotor 16,
so that the movement amount of cam ring 15 in the concentric
direction is controlled.

In this case, seal sliding surface 114 is located on the
suction port 21’s side of cam ring eccentric direction line N
passing through the center of the rotation of rotor 16. More-
over, control hydraulic chamber 30 separated by seal sliding
surface 11d is located on the discharge port 22’s side of cam
ring eccentric direction line N. By the above-described dis-
position of seal sliding surface 11d on the suction port 21°s
side of cam ring eccentric direction line N, the air included in
the oil of control hydraulic chamber 30 is discharged by the
negative pressure of the suction region to low pressure cham-
ber 35 through the clearances between seal constituting por-
tion 15e¢ and the inside surfaces of pump body 11 and cover
member 12. By the above-described disposition of control
hydraulic chamber 30 on the discharge port 22’s side of cam
ring eccentric direction line N, the oil leaked from pump
chambers PR in the discharge region can enter control
hydraulic chamber 30, so that the oil is easy to be stored
within control hydraulic chamber 30. Accordingly, the inter-
nal pressure of control hydraulic chamber 30 is sufficiently
acted on pressure receiving surface 154, so that the swing
movement of cam ring 15 is appropriately controlled.
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By the thus-constructed structure, in this oil pump 10, the
urging force in the eccentric direction based on the spring
load of first spring 33, and the urging force in the concentric
direction based on the spring load of second spring 34 and the
internal pressure of control hydraulic chamber 30 are bal-
anced by a predetermined force relationship. When the urging
force based on the internal pressure of control hydraulic
chamber 30 is smaller than the resultant force W0 (=W1-W2)
of'the set loads of first and second springs 33 and 34 which is
a difference between set load W1 of first spring 33 and set
load W2 of second spring 34, cam ring 15 becomes the maxi-
mum eccentric state as shown in FIG. 3. On the other hand,
when the urging force based on the internal pressure of con-
trol hydraulic chamber 30 becomes greater than resultant
force W0 of the set loads of first and second springs 33 and 34
in accordance with the increase of the discharge pressure,
cam ring 15 is moved in the concentric direction in accor-
dance with the discharge pressure.

Moreover, the oil pump 10 includes an introduction pas-
sage 40 arranged to connect control hydraulic chamber 30 and
pump chambers PR (pump chambers PRx (described later))
superimposed on a first land portion L1 through which pump
chambers PR pass when those pump chambers PR are shifted
from the suction region (suction port 21) to the discharge
region (discharge port 22) in the rotational direction of rotor
16, and arranged to introduce the hydraulic fluid within con-
trol hydraulic chamber 30 (the hydraulic pressure corre-
sponding to the discharge pressure) to those pump chambers
PR. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 6, this introduction passage 40
is defined by an introduction groove 41 formed by cutting out
in an inner side surface of end wall 11a of pump body 11
which constitutes first land portion L1, and which is continu-
ous with first land portion L1, and a side surface 15i of seal
constituting portion 15¢ which is an axial end surface of cam
ring 15 that confronts introduction groove 41. This introduc-
tion passage 40 is opened and closed (connected and discon-
nected) by the superimposition state between the cam ring 15
and an end portion (hereinafter, referred to as an outer end
portion) 41a of introduction groove 41 on the control hydrau-
lic chamber 30’s side based on phase of cam ring 15.

Introduction groove 41 is formed in the inner side surface
of'end wall 11a of pump body 11. Introduction groove 41 has
a substantially linear (straight) shape extending from control
hydraulic chamber 30’s side toward first land portion L1
(suction port 21°s side) in an oblique direction with respect to
the protruding direction of each vane 17, that is, extending
along the movement direction of cam ring 15 in substantially
parallel with seal sliding surface 11d of pump body 11. This
introduction groove 41 includes an end portion (hereinafter,
referred to as an inner end portion) 415 on the pump chamber
PR’s side. This inner end portion 415 is constantly connected
with pump chambers PRx (which are confined (closed) by
first land portion [.1) which are superimposed from the ter-
minal end portion of suction port 21 to first land portion 1.
Outer end portion 41a is closed by cam ring 15 when cam ring
15 is in the maximum eccentric state, so that the connection
between pump chambers PRx and control hydraulic chamber
30 is shut off (cf. FIG. 9). Moreover, when the eccentric
amount of cam ring 15 is slightly decreased and the rotational
speed of rotor 16 becomes greater than a predetermined rota-
tional speed Rk (described later), an end edge of outer end
portion 41a of introduction groove 41 is just superimposed on
a side end edge of pressure receiving surface 15/ of cam ring
15, so that a connection between pump chambers PRx and
control hydraulic chamber 30 is started (cf. FIG. 10). More-
over, when the eccentric amount of cam ring 15 is further
decreased and the rotational speed of rotor 16 becomes a
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maximum rotational speed Rx (described later), the opening
amount of outer end portion 41a of introduction groove 41 is
increased as shown in FIG. 11, so that pump chambers PRx
and control hydraulic chamber 30 are sufficiently connected
with each other.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 6, introduction groove 41 has
a downwardly inclined shape (decline shape) to increase its
depth in the longitudinal direction (in the rightward direction
of FIG. 6) toward pump chamber PRx. Accordingly, a cross-
section area of the fluid passage of introduction passage 40 is
gradually increased from the control hydraulic chamber 30°s
side toward the pump chamber PRx’s side. Consequently, it is
possible to attain a sufficient pressure decreasing function at
outer end portion 41a of introduction groove 41, and to sup-
press the unnecessary leakage from control hydraulic cham-
ber 30 through this introduction groove 41 to pump chambers
PRx. Moreover, it is possible to ensure a sufficient flow rate in
introduction passage 40 for obtaining a cavitation suppres-
sion function (described later).

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 7A, introduction groove 41 has
a shape having a width greater than a depth. By this structure,
it is possible to introduce and act the hydraulic pressure to
broader (wider) area of pump chambers PRx. Specifically,
introduction groove 41 has a substantially rectangular cross
section. Accordingly, it is possible to ensure the broader
cross-section area of the fluid passage of introduction passage
40, and thereby to increase the flow rate of introduction pas-
sage 40. Furthermore, it is optional to employ, as the cross
sectional shape of introduction groove 41, a substantially
triangular shape shown in FIG. 7B, and a substantially semi-
circular shape shown in FIG. 7C, in addition to the rectangu-
lar shape shown in FIG. 7A. By employing these shapes, it is
possible to readily form (process) introduction groove 41.

Hereinafter, functions (effects) of oil pump 10 according to
this embodiment of the present invention are illustrated with
reference to FIGS. 8-11.

First, a necessary hydraulic pressure of the internal com-
bustion engine is illustrated as a reference of the discharge
pressure control of oil pump 10. For example, in a case where
avalve timing control apparatus is employed, a symbol P1 in
FIG. 8 is a first engine necessary hydraulic pressure corre-
sponding to a hydraulic pressure necessary for the valve tim-
ing control apparatus arranged to improve the fuel consump-
tion, and so on. In a case where an oil jet is employed, a
symbol P2 in FIG. 8 is a second engine necessary hydraulic
pressure corresponding to a hydraulic pressure necessary for
the oil jet arranged to cool the piston. A symbol P3 in FIG. 8
is a third engine necessary pressure necessary for lubricating
bearing portions of the crank shaft at the high engine speed. A
chain line connecting these symbols P1-P3 is an ideal neces-
sary hydraulic pressure P according to engine speed R of the
internal combustion engine. Besides, a solid line in FIG. 8
represents a characteristic line of the oil pump 10 according to
the present invention. Moreover, a symbol Pfin FIG. 8 rep-
resents a first actuation hydraulic pressure at which cam ring
15 starts to swing by the urging force based on the internal
pressure of control hydraulic pressure 30 against the resultant
force of springs 33 and 34. A symbol Ps in FIG. 8 represents
a second actuation hydraulic pressure at which cam ring 15
starts to further swing by the urging force based on the inter-
nal pressure of control hydraulic pressure 30 against spring
load W1 of first spring 33.

That is, in case of oil pump 10, in a section a of FIG. 8
which corresponds to the engine speed from the start of the
engine to the low engine speed, the discharge pressure (the
hydraulic pressure within the engine) is smaller than a first
actuation hydraulic pressure Pf. Accordingly, as shown in



US 9,206,690 B2

11

FIG. 9A, cam ring 15 is held to the maximum eccentric state
in which arm portion 155 is abutted on restriction portion 28,
by the urging force based on the resultant (total) force of first
and second springs 33 and 34, that is, the urging force based
on the spring load of first spring 33 having the relatively large
spring load. Consequently, the discharge amount of the pump
is maximized, and the discharge pressure P has a character-
istic to increase in accordance with the increase of engine
speed R to be substantially proportional to engine speed R.

Then, when discharge pressure P reaches a predetermined
hydraulic pressure Pk slightly greater than first actuation
hydraulic pressure Pf by the increase of engine speed R, cam
ring 15 starts to be moved in the concentric direction against
the urging force of first spring 33, by the discharge pressure P
corresponding to predetermined hydraulic pressure Pk intro-
duced into control hydraulic chamber 30 through enlarged
portion 22b. Accordingly, the eccentric amount of cam ring
15 is gradually decreased, so that the discharge amount is
restricted. Consequently, the increase of discharge pressure P
based on the increase of engine speed R is suppressed (cf. a
section b in FIG. 8).

Then, when second spring 34 expands in accordance with
the movement of cam ring 15 in the concentric direction and
the tip end of second spring 34 is abutted on restriction por-
tion 28 (cf. FIG. 10A), the urging force of second spring 25
does not exist, so that the movement of cam ring 15 in the
concentric direction is stopped. Consequently, discharge
pressure P of oil pump 10 is again increased in accordance
with the increase of engine speed R to be substantially pro-
portional to engine speed R (a section ¢ in FIG. 8).

Then, when discharge pressure P reaches second actuation
hydraulic pressure Ps set greater than third engine necessary
hydraulic pressure P3 in accordance with the above-de-
scribed characteristic by the further increase of engine speed
R, the urging force based on the internal pressure of control
hydraulic chamber 30 becomes greater than the urging force
of first spring 33, so that cam ring 15 is further moved in the
concentric direction, as shown in FIG. 11A. Consequently,
the eccentric amount of cam ring 15 is gradually decreased, so
that the increase of the discharge amount is restricted. There-
fore, the increase of discharge pressure P based on the
increase of engine speed R is restricted (a section d in FIG. 8).

In this way, in the oil pump 10 according to this embodi-
ment of the present invention, the swing movement of cam
ring 15 is controlled so as to increase discharge pressure P in
the multi-step (multi-stage) manner by first and second
springs 33 and 34. Accordingly, discharge pressure P is not
uselessly increased. Consequently, it is possible to obtain a
characteristic corresponding to the ideal necessary hydraulic
pressure (the chain line) as much as possible (cf. FIG. 8),
relative to the conventional oil pump.

In this case, in a case where the oil pump 10 is driven by a
rotational speed higher than the rotational speed of the inter-
nal combustion engine in the conventional oil pump, that is,
for example, the rotational speed of a balancer apparatus (a
balancer shaft) having twice the rotational speed of the crank
shaft, the rotational speed of rotor 16 driven by twice the
rotational speed is excessively high in a region in which
engine speed R is greater than predetermined engine speed
Rk at which predetermined hydraulic pressure Pk in FIG. 8 is
generated. Consequently, the internal pressure of pump
chambers PRx confined by first land portion L1 is decreased.
Air bubbles are generated by the cavitation mainly at an
upstream portion within pump chamber PRx on the outer
circumference side (a radially outward portion of pump
chamber PRx which is opposite to the rotational direction of
rotor 16).
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However, in the oil pump 10 according to this embodiment,
when engine speed R reaches predetermined engine speed Rk
at which the cavitation may generated, the side end edge of
pressure receiving surface 15/ of cam ring 15 and the end
edge of outer end portion 41a of introduction groove 41 are
just superimposed on each other. With this, the connection
between pump chambers PRx and control hydraulic chamber
30 through introduction passage 40 is started. Accordingly,
the hydraulic pressure (the positive pressure) within control
hydraulic chamber 30 is introduced to pump chambers PRx,
so that the negative pressure within pump chambers PRx are
tempered (eased up). Consequently, the air bubbles generated
in pump chambers PRx are squashed (crushed) by that
hydraulic pressure, so that the cavitation is resolved. There-
fore, then, when pump chambers PRx are moved to the dis-
charge region and opened to discharge ports 22 and 32, it is
possible to suppress adverse effects such as the noise and the
erosion by suddenly squashing the air bubbles by the dis-
charge pressure in discharge ports 22 and 32.

In this case, introduction passage 40 has the cross-section
area of the flow passage which is set to sufficiently decrease
the hydraulic pressure introduced into pump chambers PRx.
Accordingly, the hydraulic pressure corresponding to the dis-
charge pressure within control hydraulic chamber 30 is not
directly introduced into pump chambers PRx. The hydraulic
pressure corresponding to the discharge pressure within con-
trol hydraulic chamber 30 is sufficiently decreased, and then
introduced into pump chambers PRx. Consequently, this
introduction pressure from control hydraulic chamber 30
does not suddenly squash the air bubbles within pump cham-
bers PRx. Therefore, the noise and the erosion are not caused
due to the sudden squash of the air bubbles within pump
chambers PRx.

Introduction passage 40 is arranged to be opened and
closed in accordance with the movement of cam ring 15.
Introduction passage 40 is set to be closed to shut off the
connection between pump chambers PRx and control hydrau-
lic chamber 30 when engine speed R is in an engine speed
region in which the cavitation is not generated, that is, ina low
to middle engine speed region from an idling speed Ra to the
predetermined engine speed Rk at which the cavitation may
be generated. Accordingly, it is possible to suppress the
unnecessary leakage of the hydraulic fluid from control
hydraulic chamber 30 to pump chambers PRx, and to sup-
press the decrease of the discharge amount due to the above-
described leakage.

On the other hand, the opening area of outer end portion
41a ofintroduction passage 40 is set to be gradually increased
in accordance with the movement of cam ring 15. Accord-
ingly, even when engine speed R becomes equal to or greater
than the predetermined engine speed Rk, it is possible to
introduce the necessary and sufficient hydraulic pressure
which is for disappearing the air bubbles, into pump cham-
bers PRx (cf. FIG. 11). Consequently, it is possible to appro-
priately disappear the air bubbles without causing the noise
and so on, and to suppress the unnecessary leakage of the
hydraulic pressure.

When discharge pressure P is greater than second actuation
hydraulic pressure Ps, that is, when engine speed R is in a very
high speed region corresponding to a section d in FIG. 8, the
eccentric amount of cam ring 15 is sufficiently decreased, so
that the discharge amount is suppressed. Accordingly, the
cavitation is improved (resolved). Therefore, in this very high
engine speed region, introduction passage 40 may be closed
as necessary. By this structure, it is possible to suppress the
unnecessary leakage of the hydraulic fluid from control
hydraulic chamber 30 to pump chambers PRx, and to sup-
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press the decrease of the discharge pressure based on this
leakage, like the low engine speed.

In this way, the oil pump according to this embodiment
includes introduction passage 40 which is arranged to con-
nect control hydraulic chamber 30 and pump chambers PRx
when engine speed R becomes equal to or greater than the
predetermined engine speed Rk at which the cavitation may
be generated, and thereby to introduce the hydraulic pressure
within control hydraulic chamber 30 to pump chambers PRx.
Accordingly, it is possible to resolve the cavitation generated
due to the high rotational speed, by the hydraulic pressure
within control hydraulic chamber 30 that is introduced
through introduction passage 40. With this, even when the oil
pump is driven at the high rotational speed by the balancer
apparatus and so on, it is possible to suppress the adverse
effects such as the noise and the erosion which are caused by
the cavitation as much as possible.

Moreover, introduction passage 40 is constituted by intro-
duction groove 41 formed only by cutting out the inner side
surfaces of pump body 11 and cover member 12. Accord-
ingly, the structure of pump 10 is not complicated. Moreover,
it is possible to minimize the manufacturing (processing) by
the addition of introduction passage 40. Therefore, it is pos-
sible to suppress the decrease of the productivity of pump 10,
and the increase of the manufacturing cost.

Furthermore, introduction passage 40 (introduction groove
41) is formed to extend toward suction port 21’s side in the
oblique direction with respect to the protruding directions of
vanes 17. With this, it is possible to ensure the longer length
of introduction passage 40. Accordingly, it is possible to
improve the pressure decreasing effect by introduction pas-
sage 40. With this, it is possible to more slowly squash the air
bubbles generated within pump chambers PRx, and thereby
to suppress the adverse effects such as the noise which is
caused due to the squash of the air bubbles.

In addition, inner end portion 415 of introduction groove
41 is located nearer to suction ports 21 and 31 than to dis-
charge ports 22 and 32. With this, it is possible to introduce
the hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic chamber 30 to
pump chambers PRx in which the cavitation is prone to be
generated. Therefore, it is possible to effectively resolve the
cavitation.

Moreover, inner end portion 415 of introduction groove 41
is formed on the outer circumference side of first land portion
L1 adjacent to suction ports 21 and 31. Accordingly, it is
possible to directly introduce the hydraulic pressure within
control hydraulic chamber 30 to a portion of pump chambers
PRx at which the air bubbles are accumulated. Therefore, it is
possible to more effectively disappear the air bubbles.

Moreover, introduction groove 41 has the width greater
than the depth of introduction groove 41. Accordingly, it is
possible to act the hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic
chamber 30 to the wider region of pump chambers PRx in
which the air bubbles are generated, and thereby to effectively
disappear the air bubbles within pump chambers PRx.

FIG. 12 shows a variable displacement oil pump according
to a second embodiment of the present invention. In this oil
pump according to the second embodiment, the number of
introduction groove 41 is increased, relative to the oil pump
according to the first embodiment. The oil pump according to
the second embodiment is substantially identical to the oil
pump according to the first embodiment in most aspects as
shown by the use of the same reference numerals. The repeti-
tive illustrations are omitted.

That is, the oil pump according to this embodiment
includes a pair of a first introduction groove 42 and a second
introduction groove 43 which correspond to introduction
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groove 41, and which are arranged in the radial direction in
first land portion [.1 parallel to each other. Both of introduc-
tion grooves 42 and 43 constitute two introduction passages
40 between cam ring 15 and each of introduction grooves 42
and 43.

That is, outer end portions 42a and 43a of introduction
grooves 42 and 43 are positioned so as to be opened and
closed at the same timing as the first embodiment. That is, the
connection of introduction passage 40 is shut off in the low to
middle engine speed region. When engine speed R reaches
the middle engine speed region, that is, engine speed Rk),
introduction passage 40 is connected.

On the other hand, inner end portion 425 of first introduc-
tion groove 42 disposed on the outer circumference side (on
the radially outer side) is formed to be opened to an upstream
portion of pump chambers PRx which is on the outer circum-
ference side, and at which the air bubbles are prone to be
accumulated. On the other hand, inner end portion 435 of
second introduction groove 43 disposed on the inner circum-
ference side is formed to be opened to an upstream portion of
pump chambers PRx which is on the inner circumference
side. That is, these introduction grooves 42 and 43 are formed
so thatinner end portions 425 and 435 of introduction grooves
42 and 43 are opened to different radial positions within pump
chambers PRx. With this, it is possible to act the hydraulic
pressure within control hydraulic chamber 30 to the wider
region within pump chambers PRx, at the connection of intro-
duction passage 40.

By this structure, in the oil pump according to the first
embodiment, the hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic
chamber 30 is acted to the wider region within pump cham-
bers PRx atthe connection of introduction passage 40, by first
and second introduction grooves 42 and 43. Accordingly, it is
possible to effectively squash and disappear the air bubbles
generated within pump chambers PRx at the generation of the
cavitation. With this, it is possible to rapidly resolve the
cavitation, and to effectively suppress the adverse effects such
as the noise which are caused by the cavitation.

FIG. 13 shows a variable displacement oil pump according
to a third embodiment of the present invention. In this oil
pump according to the third embodiment, the structure on the
inner end side of introduction groove 41 in the oil pump
according to the first embodiment is varied. The oil pump
according to the third embodiment is substantially identical to
the oil pump according to the first embodiment in most
aspects as shown by the use of the same reference numerals.
The repetitive illustrations are omitted.

That is, the inner end side of introduction groove 41 is
bifurcated into two portions. That is, the inner end side of
introduction groove 41 includes a main portion 41¢ which
constitutes a body of introduction groove 41, and which is
formed to be opened to an upstream portion of pump cham-
bers PRx which is on the outer circumference side, and at
which the air bubbles are prone to be accumulated due to the
cavitation; and a branch portion 414 which is branched from
the body of introduction groove 41, and which is formed to be
opened to a downstream portion within pump chambers PRx
which is on the inner circumference side. That is, the inner
end side of introduction groove 41 is formed to be bifurcated.
In particular, main portion 41¢ and branch portion 414 which
correspond to the end portions of the bifurcated portions are
formed to be opened to different radial positions within pump
chambers PRx. With this, it is possible to act the hydraulic
pressure within control hydraulic chamber 30 to the wider
region of pump chambers PRx at the connection of introduc-
tion passage 40.
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By this structure, the hydraulic pressure within control
hydraulic chamber 30 is acted to the wider region within
pump chambers PRx by the both end portions 41¢ and 414 at
the connection of introduction passage 40, like the second
embodiment. Accordingly, it is possible to effectively disap-
pear the air bubbles generated within pump chambers PRx at
the generation of the cavitation, and to effectively suppress
the adverse effects such as the noise which are caused due to
the cavitation.

FIG. 14 shows a variable displacement oil pump according
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention. In this oil
pump according to the fourth embodiment, the structure on
the inner end side of introduction groove 41 of the oil pump
according to the first embodiment is varied. The oil pump
according to the fourth embodiment is substantially identical
to the oil pump according to the first embodiment in most
aspects as shown by the use of the same reference numerals.
The repetitive illustrations are omitted.

That is, in the oil pump according to the fourth embodi-
ment, introduction groove 41 includes a width-increasing
portion (flared portion) 41e which is formed at the inner end
portion of introduction groove 41, and whose a groove width
is increased toward inner end portion 415. This width-in-
creasing portion 41e has a tip end portion (inner end portion
41b) having a groove width substantially identical to that of
terminal end portions of suction ports 21 and 31. That is, by
this structure, an opening area of inner end portion 415 con-
fronting pump chambers PRx is set greater than an opening
area of outer end portion 41a confronting control hydraulic
chamber 30. With this, it is possible to act the hydraulic
pressure within control hydraulic chamber 30 to the wider
region within pump chambers PRx at the connection of intro-
duction passage 40.

By this structure, in the oil pump according to the fourth
embodiment, the hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic
chamber 30 is acted by width-increasing portion 41e to the
wider region within pump chambers PRx at the connection of
introduction passage 40. Accordingly, it is possible to effec-
tively squash and disappear the air bubbles generated within
pump chambers PRx. Therefore, it is possible to rapidly
resolve the cavitation, and to effectively suppress the adverse
effects such as the noise which are caused due to the cavita-
tion.

FIG. 15 shows a variable displacement oil pump according
to a fifth embodiment of the present invention. In this oil
pump according to the fifth embodiment, the structure of
inner end portion 415 of introduction groove 41 of the oil
pump according to the first embodiment is varied. The oil
pump according to the fiftth embodiment is substantially iden-
tical to the oil pump according to the first embodiment in most
aspects as shown by the use of the same reference numerals.
The repetitive illustrations are omitted.

That is, in the oil pump according to this embodiment,
inner end portion 415 of introduction groove 41 is elongated
so that inner end portion 415 is directly connected with the
terminal end portions (the end portions on the downstream
side in the rotation direction of rotor 16) of suction ports 21
and 31.

By this structure, it is possible to ensure longer section in
which the hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic cham-
ber 30 is acted to pump chambers PRx, at the generation of the
cavitation, and thereby to effectively disappear the air
bubbles generated within pump chambers PRx. Accordingly,
by this structure, it is also possible to rapidly resolve the
cavitation, and to effectively suppress the adverse effects such
as the noise which are caused due to the cavitation.
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Moreover, the inner end portion 415 of introduction groove
41 is connected with the terminal end portions of suction ports
21 and 31. With this, it is possible to effectively act the
hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic chamber 30 to a
region of pump chambers PRx in which the air bubbles is
prone to be generated at the generation of the cavitation.
Therefore, it is possible to more effectively resolve the cavi-
tation.

The present invention is not limited to the structures of the
embodiments. For example, engine necessary hydraulic pres-
sures P1-P3, first and second actuation hydraulic pressures Pf
and Ps, and predetermined hydraulic pressure Pk may be
freely varied in accordance with specifications of the internal
combustion engine, the valve timing control apparatus and so
on of the vehicle to which oil pump 10 is mounted.

Moreover, introduction groove 41 is not limited to the
structures of the embodiments. Number, shape, size, and so
on of introduction groove 41 may be arbitrarily varied in
accordance with specifications and so on of pump 10 as long
as introduction groove 41 is formed in first land portion [.1
from the control hydraulic chamber 30’s side to extend
toward suction ports 21 and 31, and introduction groove 41
can introduce the hydraulic pressure within control hydraulic
chamber 30 to at least one of pump chambers PR in the
suction region.

Moreover, in the above-described embodiments, ports 31
and 32 and introduction groove 41 are formed in the inner side
surfaces of cover member 12. However, it is not essential that
ports 31 and 32 and introduction groove 41 are formed in the
cover member 12. Accordingly, the only introduction groove
41 may be formed in cover member 12, as shown in FIG. 16A.
Moreover, the only ports 31 and 32 may be formed in cover
member 12, as shown in FIG. 16B. Furthermore, none of
ports 31 and 32, and introduction groove 41 are formed in
cover member 12, as shown in FIG. 16C. Accordingly, it is
possible to employ these structures in accordance with the
specifications and so on of pump 10.

Moreover, in the above-described embodiments, cam ring
15 is swung (pivoted) as an eccentric amount varying means
(section) of cam ring 15 with respect to rotor 16. However, the
oil pump according to the present invention can employ any
eccentric amount varying means. That is, it is possible to
employ any means such as means arranged to vary the eccen-
tric amount of cam ring 15 with respect to rotor 16 by moving
cam ring 15 parallel to rotor 16, in addition to the above-
described eccentric amount varying means by the swing
movement.

A variable displacement pump according to the embodi-
ments of the present invention includes: a rotor driven to
rotate; a plurality of vanes which are disposed at an outer
circumference portion of the rotor, and each of which is
arranged to be moved in a radially inward direction and in a
radially outward direction of the rotor; a cam ring which
receives the rotor and the vanes therein, which separates a
plurality of hydraulic chambers with the rotor and the vanes,
and which is arranged to be moved to vary an eccentric
amount of a center of an inner circumference surface of the
cam ring with respect to a center of a rotation of the rotor, and
thereby to increase or decrease volumes of the hydraulic
chambers at the rotation of the rotor; side walls provided on
both sides of the cam ring in an axial direction, one of the side
walls including a suction portion and a discharge portion, the
suction portion being opened to the hydraulic chambers
whose the volumes are increased when the cam ring is moved
in a direction to increase the eccentric amount of the cam ring,
and the discharge portion being formed by being separated
from the suction portion, in a direction of the rotation of the
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rotor by separation walls each having a circumferential width
greater than a circumferential width of the hydraulic cham-
bers, and which is opened to the hydraulic chambers whose
the volumes are decreased when the cam ring is moved in the
direction to increase the eccentric amount of the cam ring; an
urging member arranged to urge the cam ring in the direction
to increase the eccentric amount of the cam ring; a control
hydraulic chamber arranged to receive a discharge pressure,
and thereby to urge the cam ring by the discharge pressure in
a direction to decrease the eccentric amount of the cam ring,
against the urging force of the urging member; and an intro-
duction passage which is formed on one of the separation
walls across which the hydraulic chambers pass when the
hydraulic chambers are moved from the suction portion to the
discharge portion, which is arranged to shut off a connection
between one of the hydraulic chambers and the control
hydraulic chamber by an axial end surface of the cam ring
when the cam ring is in a maximum eccentric state, and which
is arranged to connect the one of the hydraulic chambers and
the control hydraulic chamber by a movement of the cam ring
in the direction to decrease the eccentric amount of the cam
ring, and thereby to introduce the discharge pressure within
the control hydraulic chamber to the one of the hydraulic
chambers.

Accordingly, in a region in which the engine speed is equal
to or greater than the predetermined engine speed at which the
eccentric amount of the cam ring is smaller than the maxi-
mum eccentric amount, that is, in a region in which the
cavitation is generated, it is possible to introduce the dis-
charge pressure within the control hydraulic chamber by the
introduction passage, to the hydraulic chambers in which the
air bubbles are generated due to the cavitation by the negative
pressure within the hydraulic chambers. Accordingly, it is
possible to temper the negative pressure within the hydraulic
chambers by this discharge pressure (positive pressure), to
disappear the air bubbles generated within the hydraulic
chambers, and to resolve the cavitation. With this, it is pos-
sible to suppress the adverse effects such as the noise and the
erosion as much as possible even when the pump is driven at
the high rotational speed.

(a) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the cam ring is
received within a housing constituting the side walls; and the
control hydraulic chamber includes an outer circumference
surface of the cam ring on the introduction passage side of the
movement direction of the cam ring, and an inner side surface
of the housing.

(b) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage is a groove formed in the one of the side walls.

Accordingly, it is possible to readily form the introduction
passage.

(c) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage includes a first end portion which is constantly con-
nected with the one of the hydraulic chambers; and the intro-
duction passage includes a second end portion which is
connected or disconnected with the control hydraulic cham-
ber by an axial end surface of the cam ring.

(d) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage extends from the discharge portion’s side toward the
suction portion’s side.

(e) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage includes a substantially linear portion extending toward
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the suction portion in an oblique direction with respect to
protruding directions of the vanes.

Accordingly, it is possible to ensure the longer length of the
introduction passage, and to improve the pressure decreasing
effect by the introduction passage. With this, it is possible to
slowly disappear the air bubbles generated within the hydrau-
lic chambers. Therefore, it is possible to suppress the adverse
effects such as the noise which are caused due to the disap-
pearance of the air bubbles.

(® In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage is a groove having a width greater than a depth.

Accordingly, it is possible to act the discharge pressure
within the control hydraulic chamber to the wider region of
the hydraulic chambers, and to effectively disappear the air
bubbles within the hydraulic chambers.

(2) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage is connected with a plurality of portions of the one of the
hydraulic chambers.

Accordingly, it is possible to effectively disappear the air
bubbles within the hydraulic chambers, and thereby to appro-
priately resolve the cavitation.

(h) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage is connected with a plurality of portions of the one of the
hydraulic chambers in the circumferential direction.

Accordingly, it is possible to effectively disappear the air
bubbles within the hydraulic chambers, and thereby to appro-
priately resolve the cavitation.

(1) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage has an area of an opening of a first end portion connected
with the one of the hydraulic chambers which is greater than
an area of an opening of a second end portion connected with
the control hydraulic chamber.

Accordingly, it is possible to effectively disappear the air
bubbles within the hydraulic chambers, and thereby to appro-
priately resolve the cavitation.

() In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage includes a first end portion which is connected with the
hydraulic chambers, and which is located nearer to the suc-
tion portion than to the discharge portion.

Accordingly, it is possible to introduce the discharge pres-
sure to the hydraulic chambers in which the cavitation is
prone to be generated, and thereby to effectively resolve the
cavitation.

(k) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the cam ring is held in
a state where the eccentric amount of the cam ring is maxi-
mized when a rotational speed of the rotor is equal to or
smaller than a first rotational speed, the cam ring is moved in
a direction to decrease the eccentric amount of the cam ring
until the rotational speed of the rotor is further increased to a
second rotational speed, the cam ring is stopped until the
rotational speed of the rotor is further increased to a third
rotational speed, and the cam ring is moved in the direction to
decrease the eccentric amount of the cam ring until the eccen-
tric amount of the cam ring is minimized when the rotational
speed of the rotor is further increased greater than the third
rotational speed.

Accordingly, it is possible to decrease the driving torque of
the pump by decreasing the useless discharge (amount) by
varying the discharge amount in accordance with the rota-
tional speed.
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() In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the cam ring is
arranged to receive an urging force of a second urging mem-
ber in addition to the urging force of the urging member; and
the cam ring is switched in accordance with the eccentric
amount of the cam ring, between a state where the only urging
force of the urging member is acted to the cam ring, and a state
where both of the urging forces of the first urging member and
the second urging member are acted to the cam ring.

Accordingly, it is possible to control the eccentric amount
of the cam ring (the discharge amount of the pump) in the
stepped manner, and thereby to further bring the discharge
amount of the pump closer to the necessary hydraulic pres-
sure of the engine. Therefore, it is possible to more eftectively
decrease the driving torque of the pump.

(m) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the second urging
member has the urging force acted in a direction opposite to
the urging direction of the urging member.

(n) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage is arranged to connect the control hydraulic chamber and
the one of the hydraulic chambers before the rotational speed
of the rotor reaches the second rotational speed.

(0) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage is arranged to connect the control hydraulic chamber and
the one of the hydraulic chambers in a rotational speed region
lower than the third rotational speed.

(p) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage includes a first end portion which is connected with the
one of the hydraulic chambers, and which is directly opened
to the suction portion.

Accordingly, it is possible to ensure the longer length of the
section in which the discharge pressure is acted to the air
bubbles within the hydraulic chambers, and thereby to effec-
tively disappear the air bubbles. Therefore, it is possible to
effectively resolve the cavitation.

(q9) In the variable displacement pump according to the
embodiments of the present invention, the introduction pas-
sage includes a first end portion which is connected with the
one of the hydraulic chambers, and which is opened to a
portion which is on a downstream side of the suction portion
in the rotation direction of the rotor.

Accordingly, it is possible to introduce the discharge pres-
sure to the hydraulic chambers in which the cavitation is
prone to be generated, and thereby to more effectively resolve
the cavitation.

The entire contents of Japanese Patent Application No.
2011-162816 filed Jul. 26, 2011 are incorporated herein by
reference.

Although the invention has been described above by refer-
ence to certain embodiments of the invention, the invention is
not limited to the embodiments described above. Modifica-
tions and variations of the embodiments described above will
occur to those skilled in the art in light of the above teachings.
The scope of the invention is defined with reference to the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A variable displacement pump comprising:

a rotor driven to rotate;

aplurality of vanes which are disposed at an outer circum-
ference portion of the rotor, and each of which is
arranged to be moved in a radially inward direction and
in a radially outward direction of the rotor;
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a cam ring which receives the rotor and the vanes therein,
which separates a plurality of hydraulic chambers with
the rotor and the vanes, and which is arranged to be
moved to vary an eccentric amount of a center of an inner
circumference surface of the cam ring with respect to a
center of a rotation of the rotor, and thereby to increase
or decrease volumes of the hydraulic chambers at the
rotation of the rotor;
side walls provided on both sides of the cam ring in an axial
direction, one of the side walls including a suction por-
tion and a discharge portion,
the suction portion being opened to the hydraulic cham-
bers whose volumes are increased when the cam ring
is moved in a direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring, and

the discharge portion being separated from the suction
portion, in a direction of the rotation of the rotor by
separation walls each having a circumferential width
greater than a circumferential width of the hydraulic
chambers, and which is opened to the hydraulic cham-
bers whose volumes are decreased when the cam ring
is moved in the direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring;

an urging member arranged to urge the cam ring in the
direction to increase the eccentric amount of the cam
ring;

a control hydraulic chamber arranged to receive a dis-
charge pressure, and generate a force with said discharge
pressure to urge the cam ring in a direction to decrease
the eccentric amount of the cam ring, against the urging
force of the urging member; and

an introduction passage, wherein the introduction passage
is formed in one of the separation walls across which the
hydraulic chambers pass over when the hydraulic cham-
bers are moved from the suction portion to the discharge
portion,

wherein the introduction passage is arranged such that a
connection between one of the hydraulic chambers and
the control hydraulic chamber is shut oft by an axial end
surface of the cam ring when the cam ring is in a maxi-
mum eccentric state, and the one of the hydraulic cham-
bers and the control hydraulic chamber is connected
through the introduction passage by movement of the
cam ring in the direction to decrease the eccentric
amount of the cam ring, thereby introducing the dis-
charge pressure within the control hydraulic chamber
into the one of the hydraulic chambers.

2. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the cam ring is received within a housing constituting
the side walls; and the control hydraulic chamber includes an
outer circumference surface of the cam ring on the introduc-
tion passage side of the movement direction of the cam ring,
and an inner side surface of the housing.

3. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the introduction passage is a groove formed in the
one of the side walls.

4. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the introduction passage includes a first end portion
which is constantly connected with the one of the hydraulic
chambers; and the introduction passage includes a second end
portion which is connected or disconnected with the control
hydraulic chamber by the axial end surface of the cam ring.

5. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 3,
wherein the introduction passage extends from the discharge
portion’s side toward the suction portion’s side.

6. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 5,
wherein the introduction passage includes a substantially lin-
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ear portion extending toward the suction portion at an oblique
angle with respect to protruding directions of the vanes.

7. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 2,
wherein the introduction passage is a groove having a width
greater than a depth of the grove.

8. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the introduction passage has an area of an opening at
a first end portion connected with the one of the hydraulic
chambers which is greater than an area of an opening at a
second end portion connected with the control hydraulic
chamber.

9. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the introduction passage includes a first end portion
which is connected with the hydraulic chambers, and which is
located nearer to the suction portion than to the discharge
portion.

10. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the cam ring is held in a state where the eccentric
amount of the cam ring is maximized when a rotational speed
of'the rotor is equal to or smaller than a first rotational speed,
the cam ring is moved in a direction to decrease the eccentric
amount of the cam ring until the rotational speed of the rotor
is further increased to a second rotational speed, the cam ring
is stopped until the rotational speed of the rotor is further
increased to a third rotational speed, and the cam ring is
moved in the direction to decrease the eccentric amount of the
cam ring until the eccentric amount of the cam ring is mini-
mized when the rotational speed of the rotor is further
increased greater than the third rotational speed.

11. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim
10, wherein the urging member is a first urging member the
cam ring is arranged to receive an urging force of a second
urging member in addition to the urging force of the urging
member; and the cam ring is switched in accordance with the
eccentric amount of the cam ring, between a state where the
only urging force exerted by the first urging member acts on
the cam ring, and a state where both urging forces of the first
urging member and the second urging member are exerted
onto the cam ring.

12. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim
11, wherein the second urging member has the urging force
exerted in a direction opposite to first urging member.

13. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim
10, wherein the introduction passage is arranged to connect
the control hydraulic chamber and the one of the hydraulic
chambers before the rotational speed of the rotor reaches the
second rotational speed.

14. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim
13, wherein the introduction passage is arranged to connect
the control hydraulic chamber and the one of the hydraulic
chambers in a rotational speed region lower than the third
rotational speed.

15. A variable displacement pump comprising:

a rotor driven to rotate;

aplurality of vanes which are disposed at an outer circum-
ference portion of the rotor, and each of which is
arranged to be moved in a radially inward direction and
in a radially outward direction of the rotor;

a cam ring which receives the rotor and the vanes therein,
which separates a plurality of hydraulic chambers with
the rotor and the vanes, and which is arranged to be
moved to vary an eccentric amount of a center of an inner
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circumference surface of the cam ring with respect to a
center of a rotation of the rotor, and thereby to increase
or decrease volumes of the hydraulic chambers at the
rotation of the rotor;
side walls provided on both sides of the cam ring in an axial
direction, one of the side walls including a suction por-
tion and a discharge portion,
the suction portion being opened to the hydraulic cham-
bers whose volumes are increased when the cam ring
is moved in a direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring, and

the discharge portion being separated from the suction
portion, in a direction of the rotation of the rotor by
separation walls each having a circumferential width
greater than a circumferential width of the hydraulic
chambers, and which is opened to the hydraulic cham-
bers whose volumes are decreased when the cam ring
is moved in the direction to increase the eccentric
amount of the cam ring;
an urging member arranged to urge the cam ring in the
direction to increase the eccentric amount of the cam
ring;
a control hydraulic chamber arranged to receive a dis-
charge pressure, and generate a force with said discharge
pressure to urge the cam ring in a direction to decrease
the eccentric amount of the cam ring, against the urging
force of the urging member; and
an introduction passage arranged to introduce the dis-
charge pressure to at least one of the hydraulic chambers
which is other than the hydraulic chambers that are
opened to the discharge portion when the eccentric
amount of the cam ring becomes equal to or greater than
a predetermined amount, and arranged not to introduce
the discharge pressure to the hydraulic chambers when
the eccentric amount of the cam ring is maximized,
wherein
the introduction passage is formed in one of the separa-
tion walls across which the hydraulic chambers pass
over when the hydraulic chambers are moved from
the suction portion to the discharge portion,

the introduction passage is arranged such that a connec-
tion between one of the hydraulic chambers and the
control hydraulic chamber is shut off by an axial end
surface of the cam ring when the cam ring is in a
maximum eccentric state, and the one of the hydraulic
chambers and the control hydraulic chamber is con-
nected through the introduction passage by move-
ment of the cam ring in the direction to decrease the
eccentric amount of the cam ring, thereby introducing
the discharge pressure within the control hydraulic
chamber into the one of the hydraulic chambers.

16. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim
15, wherein the introduction passage includes a first end
portion which is connected with the one of the hydraulic
chambers, and which is directly opened to the suction portion.

17. The variable displacement pump as claimed in claim
16, wherein the introduction passage includes a first end
portion which is connected with the one of the hydraulic
chambers, and which is opened to a portion which is on a
downstream side of the suction portion in the rotation direc-
tion of the rotor.



